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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, New York 12224 
 
Re: Recent guidance from your office 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
Thank you for your efforts to manage the pandemic within New York State over the last fifteen months.  The 
Garden City Board of Education appreciates the complexity of the task before you. Yet we have become 
increasingly frustrated with the often capriciously communicated information from your office as well as the 
various state agencies over which you govern. 
 
The Board and the District have carefully adhered to the prescriptions of your office, the Department of Health 
(“DOH”) and the State Education Department throughout the pandemic despite the confusion such guidance 
often brought with it. We have adapted with shifting guidance and attempted to help our community navigate it. 
As a result of everyone’s efforts, our schools have been open and have remained open since September, and we 
have successfully returned all of our students to full-time in-person learning as of March 2021. 
 
The events of the last few days have now jeopardized the work of healing our community as we emerge from a 
once in a lifetime pandemic. This confusing, poorly written communication has jeopardized all of your hard work 
and the hard work of each School Superintendent and Board of Education within the State.  The discussions on 
mask wearing have been addressed in an irresponsible way. We must trust that our institutions operate with care. 
The impact of your decisions extend far beyond the halls of government. The decisions you make impact children 
that you will never see or meet; yet they are our children and our neighbors; we see them on the soccer field, in 
the library, and in the bakery. The unclear communication from DOH on a Friday afternoon created chaos this 
weekend in our community, and resulted in mixed messages to children and parents. This is unacceptable.  
 
The summer weather is upon us and it is now time to celebrate a successful conclusion to a very difficult school 
year. Yet these joyous last weeks of the school year have descended into further division.  The community is 
blaming the School Board and the Superintendent for the mess your office has created.  Let us be clear, it is not 
our mess. It is your mess to clean up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspiring Minds 

Empowering Achievement 

Building Community 

 



 
Looking to the above, we ask for immediate and swift guidance as to the following: 
 

1. As many of our school buildings do not have air conditioning (and many other districts within the State 
also do not have air conditioning) allow discretion on wearing masks within the School buildings when the 
weather exceeds certain temperatures (consistent with recent language disclosed by the Governor of New 
Jersey) 

2. Allow graduations, proms and other year-end events to take place in a way that promotes communities to 
celebrate in-person with family and loved ones consistent with the requirements you have permitted for 
sporting events to take place. Our outdoor ceremony should not be subject to capacity limits.  

3. Provide guidance as to the upcoming school year no later than July 4, 2021 to allow the district and its 
employees to properly plan for school in September. 

4. Present all forthcoming guidance in a timely fashion in which DOH and NYSED communicate 
harmoniously.  

 
As members of the Garden City Board of Education, we look forward to working together with you to help our 
community move past this pandemic and continue to keep our buildings open for in-person instruction. 
 
Respectfully written, 
 
The Board of Education of the Garden City Union Free School District 
 

        
William Holub          
President  

                                               
Stefanie Granville                               Michael Cassaro         Matthew Wakeham  
Trustee                              Trustee                                                        Trustee 
 
 
 
 

 


